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" I went to see her yesterday."
" And did she admit it, the hussy ? "
" Yes."
liinichna was silent, thinking. Her lined face set sternly,
the corners of her lips drew down grimly.
" Maybe she's only bragging, curse her ? "
" No, mother, it's true. Why should she. . . ."
" You haven't kept your eye on him . . ." the old woman
said tentatively. (t You mustn't take your eyes off that sort
of husband/'
" But how can anyone keep their eyes on him ? I relied
on his conscience. * . . Had I got to tie him to my apron
strings ? " Natalia smiled bitterly, and added almost
inaudibly: " He's not Mishatka, to be kept in check like a
child. He's gone grey quite a lot, but he doesn't forget the
past . . ."
liinichna washed and wiped the spoons, rinsed out the
cup, collected the utensils into the bag, and only then asked
" Is that all the trouble ? "
" You are strange, mother ! That one trouble's enough
to make life miserable."
" And what are you thinking of doing ? "
" What is there I can do ? I'll take the children and go
to my own people. I shan't live with him any longer. Let
him take her into his home and live with her. . . . I've
been tortured enough already."
" I thought like that, too, when I was young," liinichna
said with a sigh. " My man was a dog, too, there's no gaia-
saying it. I couldn't tell you all I suffered through him.
Only, it isn't easy to leave your own husband ; and beside^
what's the use of it ? You think it out a bit more, and you'll
see that for yourself. And how can you take the children
away from their father ? No, you're talking nonsense.
You're not even to think of it; I shan't allow it! "
" Well, mother, I shan't live with him, so don't waste
your breath.1'
"V/bat do you mean by ' don't waste your breath' ? "
liinichna took offence at the remark. " Aren't you my
daughter then, or what ? Am I sorry for the accursed pair
of you, or not ? And you can say such things to me, to your"
mother, to an old woman ? I've told you to put it right out
of your head, and that's enough ! Pah 1 You think : ' Til